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THE ISSUES OF THE COMING CAMPAIGN. 



To any one who is keeping pace with the political history of 
his country, it is not a matter of serious difficulty to well define 
the issues of the coming campaign. It is a mistake to assert that 
there are no distinctive principles upon which the parties separate, 
and that the contest will merely be one for the offices of the 
country, and for the control of spoils and government patronage. 
Of course with some people no campaign is ever anything else. 
They look upon a party merely as an instrument invented to dis- 
tribute party rewards and public plunder among those who are 
entitled to it. And, when you scale the situation down, you will 
find that a number of those who take an active, earnest interest in 
the success of a particular party, are not entirely influenced by 
feelings of patriotism, or love of party principles. This is the 
truth, and it may as well be asserted ; and it is quite natural that 
it should be so, both from an ethical and practical standpoint. It 
were well if it were otherwise a little more than what it is. It 
would inspire a little greater public confidence in the Zealand en- 
thusiasm that fires up the nation's spokesmen whenever political 
contests are being waged, and one could listen with greater sym- 
pathy and approval to the warnings that ring from every hustings 
if he could only feel that the orator was either not a placeman, 
or had not the anticipation of becoming one, or had not some 
political favor to ask at the hands of the only party, in his opinion, 
at all qualified to administer the reins of government. 

It will not be gainsaid that a political party is to some extent 
a machine, and that the chances are in favor of its continuing to 
remain one for some time to come. We may revolt against its being 
one ; we may unloosen some of the works that constitute it such ; 
but machine it is, and will continue to be, as long as organization, 
partisanship, and leadership are recognized as necessary factors in 
political contests. It were much better, it must be conceded, if 
all this could be done away with, and that the success of a party 
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should be alone dependent upon the free expression of the peo- 
ple's sentiment, untrammeled by artificial influences of this 
sort ; but this is not the case, and the best remedy that can be 
applied is to treat the situation as it exists, and free it as much as 
possible from the evils that surround it ; follow leadership, if it 
be houest ; maintain organization upon a decent popular basis, 
cut it loose from corrupt surroundings, and promote and foster a 
spirit of independent thought and action within the party lines. 
The time has not yet arrived when any man or set of men can 
claim to be better or stronger than either of the great parties that 
now divide the popular feeling of the country. 

We have made these remarks because we do not believe that 
the success of either party would make any substantial difference, 
as far as the material welfare of the nation is concerned, and be- 
cause our stability as a government, and our prosperity as a people, 
are not dependent upon party success at the present time. The 
question is, not whether we shall be plunged into disaster and ruin 
if one party or the other succeeds ; but which one of the two great 
parties, under existing circumstances, is better fitted to confer 
upon us an honest, an efficient, and an economical administration 
of public affairs. Let us regard the situation from this point of 
view, and see if we can frame the actual issues, not the feigned 
and pretended ones, upon which the people will be called upon to 
pass judgment at the coming election. The principal ground 
upon which the parties branch off, is upon the broad field of tax- 
ation, and of the proper manner in which the public revenues 
shall be administered. 

At the present writing, the bill for the reduction of the rev- 
enue is under discussion in the House of Representatives ; but 
whatever may be its outcome, it is absolutely certain that this is- 
sue is one upon which there can be no plan of compromise agreed 
upon between the parties. This subject has been almost exhausted 
under the protracted debate that has been devoted to it ; but it is 
nevertheless necessary to state the principles that underlie it, and 
which will continue to be discussed until an adjustment satisfac- 
tory to the people is arrived at. 

First — It is admitted on all sides that the increase of reve- 
nues over expenditures calls for remedial legislation of some sort, 
and that it will not do, under any circumstances, to permit the 
continually increasing surplus to flow into the treasury without 
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making some disposition of it, or making an effort to prevent its 
accumulation. 

Second — The Democratic party is irrevocably pledged to the 
proposition that the surplus must be reduced by a reduction of 
taxation, and that the larger part of the reduction must be made 
by reducing custom house duties. The Eepublican party is not 
a unit upon this question. Judging from the addresses of its 
leaders in the House of Representatives, each one of them appears 
to have a little platform of his own, and each one of them appears 
to be in direct conflict with the acknowledged leader of the whole 
of them, who has stood up in Congress term after term as the 
apostle of protection, and, until lately, the spokesman of the Re- 
publican party upon that issue. 

TJdrd — The Democratic party, whatever may be the result 
of the present controversy in Congress, will go before the people 
upon the distinct issue that the present tariff must be reduced, 
and that the plan of reduction must be directed in the first place 
towards the lowering of duties, or the placing upon the free list of 
certain raw materials that enter into the production of our manu- 
factures, and that in return therefor, what is known and desig- 
nated as the compensating duty must be proportionately reduced 
upon the manufactured product, and that no reduction shall be 
made which shall in justice permit the manufacturer to reduce 
the standard of American wages. In other words, the manufact- 
urer shall retain incidental protection largely more than sufficient 
to cover the difference in wages between the lowest-priced labor 
of other countries and the highest-priced labor here, employed 
upon the article and product that he is manufacturing. 

Fourth — The Democratic party will stand upon the ground 
that wherever the manufacturer receives his raw materials free, 
or at a reduced cost, that he can safely stand a reduction of duty 
upon his manufactures, and that the industrial schedules shall 
not be changed so as to affect the wages of his employes. 

Fifth — Taking this ground, the Democratic party will claim 
that the present tariff duties upon a large number of articles in 
the schedules are entirely too high; that they foster and promote 
monopoly at the expense of the laborer and the consumer, and that 
the people of this country have a right to demand a reduction 
upon the necessities of life, and a right to demand that they shall 
not be taxed beyond the requirements of government, economic- 
vol. cxlvii. — no. 380. 7 



98 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

ally administered. These are in brief some of the broad card inal 
distinctions upon the subject of taxation which will divide the 
parties, which will be again discussed before the people, and to 
which they will again be asked to give an impartial and intelli- 
gent hearing. 

In this brief resume, as much as we would like to, it would be 
impossible to go into the question any deeper. One of the greatest 
debates that has ever taken place in the House of Representatives 
has just been concluded upon this subject, and the views of the 
leaders upon both sides clearly and ably express the convictions 
of their respective parties upon this all-important question. The 
next issue that will be presented will be in reference to the status 
of the respective parties upon the civil service law, the manner in 
which it has been and should be enforced, and whether its con- 
tinuance and enlargement, and the extension of its provisions, 
would or would not promote the welfare of the people and the 
ends of good government. 

This is a wide field, and involves questions of paramount im- 
portance which cannot be evaded or ignored. Whatever may be 
said in connection with the utterances of the Democratic platform 
upon this subject, there can be but one opinion about the procla- 
mation upon which the President planted himself in his letter of 
acceptance in 1884, and that is that his views are expressed in 
terms that left no doubt in the public mind as to his position and 
decided convictions upon this matter. The Democratic party 
cannot take a backward step in this direction, unless it does so 
in open defiance of the assurances and promises of its recognized 
leader and exponent. Individuals may differ as to the expediency 
or necessity of the law ; but the Democratic party as a party has 
taken a position upon it that is irrevocable, and has guaranteed 
to the people an honest, an efficient, and a faithful performance 
of its promises. Has the President carried out his promises in 
this regard ? We think he has, and we believe the country thinks 
so, too. Coming into power at the head of a party which for 
nearly a quarter of a century had been excluded from the offices 
of the country, the difficulties that surrounded him in his 
efforts to put into operation a civil-service policy based 
upon fitness for office and not upon party service, were almost 
insurmountable. A weaker man would have yielded to the pres- 
sure that was brought to bear against him ; but he mapped out 
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his line of action, and the present condition of the civil service of 
the country is the evidence upon which the integrity of his con- 
duct will he tried. It is not just to select a flaw here and there, 
and not give him the benefit of the whole system in vogue under 
his administration, and the general results that he has accom- 
plished. Are they an improvement upon the service under former 
administrations ? Is there a higher grade of efficiency in the 
various departments ? Has he called to his help at the heads of 
the departments honest, competent, patriotic advisers, and have 
they in turn performed their official duties, not for the benefit of 
a party, but for the best interests of the whole country? There can 
be but one answer to this from any one who comes in contact with 
the different branches of the government service, or who has 
observed their working under the present administration. It is a 
wonder and a surprise that this comparison between the present 
and the past has not been more clearly insisted upon and promi- 
nently brought forward by the friends of the Democratic party. 
Why not then take in the whole situation and go be- 
fore the people and make the inquiry fearlessly, which has been 
the better administration for the people, which has been 
managed upon a higher plane, which has been more honestly and 
honorably conducted ; that of President Cleveland or that of, any 
of his predecessors since the close of the civil war ? . The Repub- 
lican party does not occupy a fair or a sincere stand upon the 
civil-service law. Their idea of a civil-service law honestly ad- 
ministered is a law that will keep Eepublicans in office and Dem- 
ocrats out of office, and the party as a party it is pretty safe to as- 
sert is favor of the law and of a rigid observance of its terms, 
because they believe it will have that effect to some extent at least. 
We do not mean to say for a moment that there are not a 
large number of the members of the Republican party who are 
not honestly and earnestly impressed with the value and 
efficacy of the law, and who honestly believe in the 
thorough execution of it because they think it truly subserves the 
best interests of the people. The Republican party comprises 
some of the ablest men of independent thought and action in the 
country, of whom we may take a man like Carl Schurz as a promi- 
nent example and illustration, and who believes in the system be- 
cause he is convinced and satisfied that it is conducive to good 
government, and that it would be a great shame in the strictly 
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business departments of the public service to supplant it with a 
system which does not make merit the sole test for appointments 
for office. What we do assert is that the managers and the poli- 
ticians of the Republican party, of whom Mr. Blaine, for instance, 
is an illustrious example, are not in favor of a civil-service 
law for the same reasons and upon the same grounds that men of 
the calibre and character and independence of Mr. Schurz are, 
but they simply stand under it because it stands by them in 
keeping their party friends in office and preventing their removal. 
They are not the kind of men to taunt Mr. Cleveland with any 
violation of the letter of the law, because their fidelity to it is 
simply one of policy and selfishness ; and if they were to get into 
power, it requires no prophetic vision to predict that they 
would ride rough-shod over it wherever there was a loop-hole of 
escape, and wherever they could reward a faithful follower by so 
doing. 

There are numerous other issues between the parties which the 
limited space of this article will not permit us to refer to ; prom- 
inent among them will be the remarkable record of the present 
administration, in securing for the homestead settler millions of 
acres of our public lands, and releasing them from the control of 
powerful corporations who had usurped them and claimed their 
ownership in.violation of law, and in defiance of the express con- 
ditions under which the grant to them was made. 

Another issue looming up in bold relief will be the fight that 
the Democratic party has made in Congress and will continue to 
make against the plundering alliances known as " Trusts," that 
are limiting production and raising prices to the consumer. The 
Republican has been the friendly ally of the capitalists who con- 
trol these combinations, and it has only been lately that the 
President of the Republican League has issued a circular calling 
upon this body of gentlemen to contribute to the success of the 
Republican cause, saying that they "needed money, and that 
they needed it badly." These "Trusts" are not founded for 
humane or philanthropic purposes ; their sole object being to 
keep prices at a given standard and to suppress competition. We 
know how well they have succeeded, and how short a 
time it takes for them to realize enormous profits upon 
their investments. So much can be said upon this 
subject and its importance as a party issue in the coming cam- 
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paign that we can only refer to it generally now. It is true that 
several of the leaders of the Republican party in the House of 
Representatives have declared their opposition to these dangerous 
schemes of centralized capital ; but when they were brought down 
to details, and asked to define against what particular trusts they 
were willing to direct their hostility, they seemed one and all to 
concentrate upon the " Sugar Trust/' evidently upon the ground 
and for the reason that by reducing the duty upon raw sugar, 
there will be no further necessity of taking any other duties off, 
as these duties would equal the whole of the tariff reduction in 
the present bill before Congress. 

These are a few of the questions that will shortly be submit- 
ted to the people. There are other issues, known as feigned 
issues, that will be continued to be forced to the front by the 
Republican party in order to divert and detract public attention 
from the genuine issues that are involved. Under the lead of a 
demagogue like Foraker and a bitter partisan like Ingalls, we 
may expect to have the dead issues of the war resurrected, and 
the South arraigned for numerous misdeeds of which it is guilt- 
less, and charged with a want of patriotism which it possesses in 
common and in an equal degree with every other section of our 
country. All conflicts of opinion upon political questions that 
were evoked by the war have been buried, and the man who at- 
tempts to bring them to life is an enemy to the people, and will 
inevitably be swept down in the tide of public opinion that will 
rise above partisan clamor and submerge the noisy patriots who 
are now preparing to institute another campaign of this charac- 
ter. There may be economic questions that divide different sec- 
tions and commonwealths of this land, but in a feeling of loyalty 
and love for our institutions, each one joins willing hands and 
hearts with the other. 

Isidor Rayner. 



